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Good News

First United
Methodist Church
of Temple City
5957 N. Golden West Ave.
Temple City, CA 91780

CHIMES BY E-MAIL
Receive a color version of the
Chimes! There is no charge
for this service and you can
help the church save postage.
To sign up, just send an email
request to:
info@templecityumc.org

www.templecityumc.org
Our church website is a
great way to find out
about us.

Sit back and view
Pastor David’s sermon
on video, read about
events taking place on campus, or send in a
prayer request.

The Ministers of this Church are its Members! Assisting them are:
Bishop Grant Hagiya, CalPac Conference
Rev. Melissa MacKinnon, East District Superintendent
Rev. David Palmer, Pastor
Clarissa Shan-Lewis, Music Director
Inah Oh, Organist/Pianist
Wendy Pandolfi, Children’s Ministry Director
Phone: 626/286-3129
Fax: 626/286-3120
Email: info@templecityumc.org

Life is hard. The truth of this is found in each
person’s story and in the pages of every newspaper.
Interpersonal conflict, financial difficulty, health
concerns, disappointment and struggle accentuate
the human story. However, there is good news.
Easter is more than bunnies, colored eggs, and flowery decorations. Easter reminds us that Jesus’ death
and resurrection is God’s ultimate victory over
suffering, sickness, and death.
God not only knows about our pains, but
experienced them directly in the person of Jesus the
Christ who came, suffered, and died for us. God did
this so that all people no matter what they have
done or where they are from might know that they
are called by God to experience a new life that connects with the life giving power of God both now
and for an eternal future. Paul reflects on the human
dilemma when he states that “I consider that our
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the
glory that will be revealed in us (Rom 8:18).”
This doesn’t mean that those who are believers
never experience hardship. It does mean that while
we still suffer and die in this life, we are continually
being drawn by the inner working of God toward a
bright and undiminishing future. Again Paul
reframes our struggles within the context of God’s
actions,
Continued on page 2

God is faithful,
who has
called you
into fellowship
with his Son
Jesus Christ
our Lord.
- 1 Corinthians 1:9

APRIL
HIGHLIGHTS
Pg. 2 - Connect w/Pastor
Pg. 3 - Holy Week
Pg. 4 - Saturate TC
Pg. 5 - East District
Conference
Pg. 8 - Health Ministries
Pg. 9 - Children’s News
Pg.11- Life Group Study
- Simon Peter
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“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose (Rom 8:28).”
God’s hand of direction and provision continues to guide us through
our sufferings, not because of our good outstanding moral character, but
solely because of God’s amazing, abundant, and unconditional love for
each of us. God’s love will not let you go. It pursues humanity to the very
ends of the earth, to the depths of the grave, and the very gates of hell.
There is no obstacle that can prevent God’s love from restoring his beloved
creation. Paul summarizes it this way “in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord (Rom 8:37-39).”
Each of us receives the gifts of God’s victorious love through belief
and turning to God. Indeed, the good news is that there is no longer any
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because God’s love has
overcome the world. This Easter you are encouraged to receive this good
news for yourself and to bring a friend with you to the Easter celebration
on April 21st.
Peace,

Pastor David

Connecting with the Pastor & Church!
Hey everyone! You an invited to take a coffee
(or tea) break with Pastor David. Now that he
is back from sabbatical, he is interested in
catching up with you. Whether you have a
deep question or just want to shoot the breeze,
schedule your time by sending an email to:
pastordavid@templecityumc.org.
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NEW STUDY

How much do you know about Simon Peter?
Following the celebration of Easter, we will be looking at one of Jesus’
disciples, Simon Peter, as a man conflicted with struggles, doubts and
quick temper. This will be a study guided by Adam Hamilton in a six
week opportunity to walk along with Simon Peter as he knew and
followed Christ. He experienced suffering and saw persecution of the
early Christians. His teaching is based on the fact that Christ should be
our model for the obedience to God in the midst of great suffering.
Peter’s name, which means rock, had been given to him by Jesus. He
would become the foundation using living stones built upon Christ as
the foundation of our Faith.
There are several opportunities to join in this study, beginning April
30th, and all are welcome. Tuesday mornings at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room, Thursday mornings with the Men’s group at 9:00 AM in the
Fireside Room, and Saturdays at 10:30 AM at Baldwin Gardens.
If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Church
Office or Marcia Galland at (626) 303-3560.
MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE
Please keep bringing in non-perishable food items for
El Monte Emergency Resources.
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink.” (Matthew 25:35)
- Hilde Garrison

Prayer Meeting
Prayer is powerful and effective (James 5:16). Join us in the
Pastor’s office the first Friday of the month for a special time
of prayer for the church and the community. All are invited.
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Liturgists for April
7th - Hilde Garrison
14th - Marcia Galland
21st - Erin Grasse*
28th - Sharon Smoron
Please contact the office ASAP if you
need to reschedule so we can arrange
coverage. Become a liturgist. Speak
with one of the regulars or contact the
office (626) 286-3129.
*Easter—may change.

Men’s Group

Thursdays at 9:00 am,
and occasionally @ 11:30 am.
Fellowship, Special Programs
and Outings
All are welcome.

Thursdays at 7:30 pm
in the Fireside Room.
Add your voice to worship.
Just speak with Clarissa.
Have You Connected With Us?
Stay in touch and keep up to date.
Email pictures/videos at events to:
info@templecityumc.org and we
can post them online.
Be sure to include a description!

Palm Sunday - April 14th - 10:00am
Holy Week begins with remembering Jesus’ dramatic entry
into Jerusalem with palm branches and music. Special music
will be presented by our children and adult choir and palm
branches. Invite your friends and family to celebrate with us.

Maundy Thursday

On Thursday Night April 18th at 6pm, you are
invited to participate in an evening of remembering
the last meal that Jesus had with his disciples. This
year we will enjoy a tasty catered meal as part of the night of remembrance.
A donation of $5 per person is suggested. Please sign up or call the church
office to let us know you will be coming.
*******

Good Friday ~ April 19th
The events that lead to Jesus’ crucifixion give us a glimpse of
the love of God that is poured out to us through his suffering.
Our joint Good Friday service with the Methodist Churches
of the Chinese Caucus will be held at Temple City UMC. There will be
separate Chinese and English services on this night.

Women’s Group
Eve Circle

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Be trained to use the audio/visual
equipment for Sunday mornings.
See Pastor David if interested.
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Choir Rehearsals

See Ray Eckhardt.

Gathers off campus monthly
on the first Tuesday,
at 7:00 pm. Enjoy a time of
sharing and fellowship.
See Sharon Smoron.
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Easter Sunday
4/4
4/10
4/21
4/22
4/24
4/27
4/30

-

Don Winham
Saki Chengsaksri
Janet Mayor
Bob Galland
Connie Deckon
Alexandria Pandolfi
Nathan Cao

April 21st

Come Celebrate the resurrection of Jesus!
10:00am - Easter Celebration
with special choir music at the Church.

Hallelujah! Share the Good News!
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Share the Vision - Saturate Temple City
On April 6th, several of the churches in the 91780 zip code will
gather together to share the vision of pastors, church leaders and
people of faith with each address in the City.
There will be packets containing “The Jesus Film” introducing the Gospel
taken directly from Luke. Also included will be a card describing Worship
Services for our congregation on Easter Sunday.
To get this major effort accomplished, people are needed who are able to
deliver the packets to EVERY address in this Zip Code, as well as those
willing to drive their cars to supply packets to those who are walking.
The plan is to have teams of two go to each address and place the packets
at the door. You are NOT asked to knock on the door, just to place the
information there. This is a national effort to get the Word of Christ out to
the many who have not heard it.
There is a sign up sheet in the Fireside Room. Marcia Galland can let you
know the best ways for you to help. Three other churches in Temple City
are active in this event. This is a wonderful opportunity, during Lent, to
act as Disciples in spreading the Word.

Summer Camp registration is open!
Hey Kids! Don’t miss out on the chance of a lifetime to
go to summer camp. Kids from 1st to 12th can go. Our
camps are week long, overnight, Christian based camps where your child
will engage in worship, small group activities, large group activities and
games. They could also participate in activities, such as swimming, archery, ropes courses and many, many more. Information can be found at
www.calpacumc.org/summercamp. At summer camp, your child will
grow in their faith, learn leadership skills, grow their self-esteem, develop
inter-personal skills with peers and adults, make life-long friendships and
have fun. Early Bird Registration through March 31, 2019.
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SHARING GOD’S GIFTS
Stewardship is . . . .
built on a response to God for what God has given us.
For the greatest gift and blessing from God is love. How do we
respond to the love of God? By sharing our gifts, our devotion, our energy,
our prayers, our concern for God’s children. It is the abundance of God’s
love for us that fuels our desire to give.
Year to Date February 2019 - Income:

$32,490

Expenses: $35,046

Thank you for supporting all of the programs and ministries of our church.
- Your Finance Team

Children’s Sunday School
In April, the kids will learn about Pontius Pilate, the thief who
repented on the cross, and Jesus’ Resurrection. Every Sunday
they will learn a new song and on Palm Sunday they will share
one of them wit the congregation (if they’re not too shy!).
Leading up to Easter, they will make a stained glass cross with
tissue paper, play a “Forgive Me/ Forgiven” game, and will
construct their own “empty tomb” 3-D pictures.

- Fiona Reimers & Wendie Pandolfi
Children & Youth Highlights

Youth are Invited!

Children’s
Ministry
Sundays @ 10:00 am

Board Games, Fun,
Singing, Foosball,
Food & Drinks, Getting to Know God
Fridays @8:00pm &Sundays @ 10:00am

Life Groups
The best way to grow in faith is to connect with other
believers in a caring supportive environment. Life Groups are a place to
read the scriptures, ask questions, connect with other people, and give
and receive spiritual support.
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HEALTH MINISTRIES MOMENT
You have heard much about physical well being, however, there is a
factor that goes beyond the simple physical wellness. It is a spiritual
wellness. Have you ever heard about Contemplative spirituality? It
focuses on classic practices and concerns such as:
1. Awakening and surrendering to God’s love in any and every
situation.
2. Positioning ourselves to hear God and remember God’s
presence in all we do.
3. Communing with God, allowing God to fully dwell in the
depth of our being.
4. Practicing silence, solitude, and a life of prayer.
5. Resting attentively in the presence of God.
6. Understanding our earthly life as a journey of transformation
toward every-increasing union with God.
7. Finding the true essence of who we are in God.
8. Loving others out of a life for God
9. Developing a balanced, harmonious rhythm of life that
enables us to be aware of the sacred in all of life.
10. Adapting historic practices of spirituality/spiritual disciplines
that are applicable today.
11. Allowing our Christian lives to be shaped by the rhythms of
the Christian calendar rather than culture.
12. Living in committed community that passionately loves God
above all.
As we are in Lent, let each of us reach out and be the best we can be
extending the love of God to each person we meet.
- Marcia Galland, R.N., Faith Community Nurse
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Saturate Temple City
Spreading the Word

6:00 pm

Joint Service with
Chinese Caucus Here

